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(.'on press has " rcccsscl (.ill. .Janu-
ary ."rd. Then Hie fur will bopin to
fly.

JiOoscvnlL's friends in Nebraska l

that his nanio be. put on t lie
Presidential primary ballot ;irc forcing
I lie Colonel 'a linnd.

With but. Iwo days to do your Christ-
mas? shopping in, it, is useless to talk
about early shopping. But forjioodncss
sake don 't be last I

I The aut.horilios say that the candy
rafllu must ?o: A Kopd lhinr too; for
I Iicfg nifties arc as .demoralizing iu
their way as real gambling.

Upward of a Uiousand divorces have
been granted' in Detroit this year. And
yet, no doubt, Detroit throws muck at
Jfcno because of its "divorce colon'.'

That surgical operation upon the Kcv.
Clarence V. T. JHcheson would have
been of even more benefit to lrim if it
hud been

'
performed earlier iu. his

life. '

. The street battle in Panama between
rival adherents of Presidential caudi-date- s

is a forecast of riots which will
compel the United states lo take Tan-aui-

in.

The fur .seal treaty has been ratified,
whereby the Japanese and Canadian
pelagic scalers, who were rapidly and
surely destroying the seal herds, con-sen- t

to be bought oil', the Unite.)
.lilies', as usual, pa.ving the hire.

"XocJ a novelist be educated?" is
an urgent question debated in the
Eastern press. Hut it is an academic'
question,, not practical; for the practi-ca- l

fact is, as is demonstrated by
many a bool: issued, that they needn't
and aronM..

President Tnft has just been hav-in- g

a round-u- p with the squirming and
selfish .Republican politicians in New
York. It is to be hoped that his

I straight talk did them good, but it is
too much to hope that he has them

reformed.

A Philadelphia, preacher says that
eigliL.v per cent' of mankind is going to
hell. Xo doubt lvc takes immenso satis-factio- n

in the expectation that he will
bo reposing iu Abraham's bosom after
a while, and can see his fellow crca-lure- s

squirm iu blazing . torment, and
taunt them for their folly in not list-cnin-

to him. ;

The interest in the. school . bond clcc
tion of December .'10th is not as keen
as it ought to be.- The bonds should
be voted, as they arc to be issued
simply to retire the first issue of bonds
maJc by the consolidated school dis-tri-

of Salt Lake City. A good voto
ought to be cast in favor, and none
against.

Sau Francisco Chronicle: "In llfty
vcara according to Professor Alvin S.
.lohusoi) of .Stanford University, the
population of the United States will
be :iOO,OOU,000. Now we can breathe in
peace. There'll be no danger of a 'yel-lo-

peril' with all that crowd around.''
Perhaps not: but by thou we shall be
a yellow peril ourselves.

Hb The inquiry into the operation of the
sugar trust caunot very well be got at
without the production of the com-panv'- s

books; but it appears lo be as
impracticable to get these books as it
was for the United States Senate to get

JM tho polygamy records of the .Mormon
Temple iu S:lt Lake, when that body

HH was inquiring into Apostle Smout's
HH case.

HH On the l llh instuut the State of New
York sold $10,OUO,000 in canal bonds
bearing 1 per cent interest. The amount
was subscribed ten time over, and at
an average rate of 101.04. Which is
an additional proof that thero' is an
(ivcrabundancc of idle money in the
i.ouutry. available for the taking up
of sound FOcuri tics for invcstmenC but
wholb avoiding spcculativo issues, or
stocks subject to ruin through legiala- -

BH tion.

juR Jtussia prevails after nil, and Shus- -
' or will have to go. As Trcasurcr-Gon- -

ml "r"' 'crs'!l 1,0 ,,vns eliminating graft
mm a,,l grab, and was putting Porsia inH the way of financial independence.
aH This was so little, to Kussia 's liking'
IBB that the first pretext available (a
HI "t one at that") was seized upon,
jXjl ;,s a roaion to doinaud minister's dis

missal. The NaliouaJ Council stood
firmly by Sinister, but tho Cabinot
yielded to Russia's demand.

THE WOOLEN TARIFF.

President Taft, iu transmitting the
report of the Tariff Board to Congress
with his comments thereon, mccls the
expectation which had been formed
from his previous utterances, that he
would recommend substantial reduc-

tions in I he wool schedule, lie points
out specifically, precisely as "has boon
done in these columns, and in the re-

port of the California Woolgrowers'
that the standardizing of

scoured wool ou a shrinkage basis of
G(j " per cent works injustice to the
American woolgrower and to the ad-

vantage of the woolen manufacturer in

hi? imports. By making- - selections of
fleeces and the eliminating of parts
of fleeces thnt carry, dirt, and heavy
grease, woolen manufacturers aro able
to import ou an actual scoured basis
of about, forty per cent, averaging,
perhaps,, a little lessi They, therefore
put inlo their own porkcls fhc differ-
ence between forty and 613 ': per cent
gained by I hem in the imported selec-

tions. President; Taft shows that in the
average "of fleeces, especially Austra-
lian fleeces, which are chiefly imported
into the .United States, the shrinkage
dors not exceed iiO per cent. This, how-ov-e- if

refers-- to whole fleeces;
but whero those fleeces which, as a
wbole, would scour on the fifty per cent
basis of shrinkage, arc trimmed and
the portions carrying tho heavy
grease and dirt eliminated, it is plain
lo sec that the loss in scouring could
.easily bo made to fall below forty por

'cent, as it actually does. Right there
is the crux of the'wholo question. It is
nut enough to say that wool is to be
imported ou the scoured basis, because
we practically havo the scoured basis
now, standardizing the waste at 66

per cent, which is round to be turned
by tho woolen manufacturers lo their
advantage in their imports.

The President goes very thoroughly
into this question, and he shows that
any fixed basis is liable to abuse; and
those who wish lo derive advantage
from different interpretations or from
tricks can do so. Accordingly, he rec-

ommends the examination of the im-

ports package by package, so that tho
proper basis of shrinkage can bo de-

termined for each. Speaking generally,
however, he says that the shrinkage
does not average over fifty per cent;
this, of course, on wholo fleeces. So
that, as shown, here is a leakage
against the producer and in favor of
the wool manufacturer of K? 2-- 3 per
cent to begin with; and when, as stated,
careful selection and trimming arc in-

dulged in on the separate fleeces,
I he shrinkage is reduced below forty
per cent.

Wools vary greatly in many points.
It is not alone in I he matter of shrink-
age on scouring that advanfagecs or
disadvantages are to he .computed. 'Phc
grade of wuin", the fiber, the quality,
all count ; and. as I he Prcsideut shows,
our .present wool tariff is wholly un-

scientific in thai it docs not take note
of the wools that wo need but which
aro excluded, under the tariff classifi-
cations. Exactness in this matter from
(he theoretical standpoint is out of the
question. It is necessary to examine
the wools themselves to ascertain just
what they arc, just what the shrink-
age would be, and what a fair meas-
ure of protection would-b- ncccdcil for
tho American woolgrower with respect
to lie particular wool thus sampled.
And in recommending that the Govern-
ment give close. supervision lo all tho
imports, examining the packages as
they come, President Taft gets right
down to practical business, and aban-
dons the unworkablo thcori.es which
have benu so much depended upon in
framing the wool tariff. The truth
of it is that the woolen manufacturers
have heretofore been able lo get the
schedule K framed to suit themselves.
The woolgrowers, as shown by the re-

cent expressions in the woolmcn's con-

vention in Utah, do not seem to com-

prehend where Ihcy are hit, and they
think that, as "President Callistcr ex-

pressed it. if they can get wool im-

ported on a scoured basis, thoy will bo
well protected. This ignores tho fact
thai practically, wools are imported now
on a scoured basis; the wools imported
in the grease being all brought iu ou
a standardized shrinkage of 66 '2S per
cent to bring thcni to the scoured basis.
But the idea which relies simply on a
general expression or ou the mere fact
of a scoured basis, and that all is right
wheu that basis is achieved, is both
crude and cosily to the woolgrowcr.
It is not only necessary, as President
Taft clearly points out, to havo this
basih to work from, but it is ucccssary
to have a standardizing which ap-

proaches the fact, and not an arbitrary
standard as now at 66 2-- 3 per cent,
which works directly and positively
against tho woolgrower, depriving him
of five cents a pouud iu his protection.
The present tariff is supposed lo give
the woolgrower a protection of eleven
cenis a pound; but, as the Secretary
of the California Woolgrowers' Asso-- .

ciation pointed out. to admit imports
of wool on the bnsis of 66 2- per cent
shrinkage on scouring, results in prac-
tice in reducing the protection" which
the woolgrower actually receives to
six cents a pouud. This is agreed to
practically also bv Senator Warren,
why, iu commenting upon the Presi-
dent's message, says that if the Pres-
ident's recommendations are adopted,
the woolgrowcrs will be practically on
the same basis that they aro now so far
as competition from imported wools
arc concerned.

Tho Tariff Board appears to have
given this, question a very thorough
study, and to bo able lo demonstrate
porfectly the conclusions at which it
has arrived. These conclusions are
unanimous, and hey seem to be, as ex-

plained bv the President, absolutely
as matters of fact, '.alue.

and percentage. It is the wools them-

selves that make the uncertainty in

the application of the tariff schedule:
and tho President's recommendations
of thorough inspection and rigid ap-

plication of the law and of the
of practical investigation, will

at once protect the woolgrower to an

great an extent as he is protected now,
and will sottla- the matter on a fair
basis for the woolgrowcrs. the woolen
manufacturers, nnd the public, at once.
On tho reading of thin mcssngo of the
President 's, with the conclusions which
he submits from the Tariff Board, one
is convinced that the board has done
exceedingly good work, and that for
the first time, thore is a likelihood '"

I he woolen schedules in our tariff law
being made something like scioutific
and conformable to practical trade con-

ditions in extending protection, bcuc-fit- ,

and fair and consistent treatment
to tho woolgrowers.

COMMISSION DEFENDS ITSELF.

The Interstate Commerce Commis-

sion, iu its report to Congress, makes a

vigorous defense of its rulings iu the
Rocky Mountain rate cases.

Us report is practical- - an arvaign-mcu- t

of the Commerce Court for over-
ruling the commission's decision; and
it gives very clear and very strong

for the conclusions arrived at by
the commission in theso cases. The
Commerce Court, iu overruling the

of the commission in those cases,
was clearly wrong,, as set forth in this
commission report for "it is a waste
of transportation, and therefore uneco-
nomical ;md wrong, to maintain a sys-
tem of tariffs which are expressly in-

tended- to develop the Pacillc coast
cities and to arrest the development of
thrt interior points. v

The commission proceeds further to
say that it is impossible lo dissociate
the intermediate frpm tho Jong dis-

tance haul. The". long distance haul is
fixed; and the question whelher the
intermediate rate is reasonable depends
upon rales made to other points, both
tormina and intermediate, "nnd io
permit the' railroads of this country to
select points whore they will and where
they will uot compete, would bn into-
lerable." All (his is good logic, good
sense, and ought to bo good law.

In setting forth the point at issue
bctweeu the commission and the Com-

merce Court the commission report
says that it
cannot fix a rato from New York
to San Francisco below which the rail
line shall not ?;o, for It lias no authority
to fix a minimum rate. There is. there-
fore, no way in which It can prevent dis-
crimination ly the fixing: of an absolute
rato at San Francisco and another abso-
lute rale at Reno. It ran onlv accomplish
this purpose by prescribing the difference,
which may properly exist owlns to fno
effect of this competition and allowing
the carrier to make whatever rale il
sees fit to the more distant, points so lone
as it observes Ibis differential.

The Commerce Court intimates thai
Ihe mistake of the commission Is in bav-
in? attempted lo tlx a relation of rales
InsteHd of establishing reasonable rates:
but. as wo liuvc, already pointed out. thore
Is no wav in which the discrimination
found to exist in these tariffs can be
prevented except by flxlnc a differential,
since wo 'nave to establish an
absolute rate or tlx a. minimum charge
below which the carrier is not free to ko

Further reasoning on this point, the
commission argues, that even when the
widest reasonable latitude is given to
the effect of such competition, it can-

not by any possibility justify a higher
rate from Omaha to Itcno than from
Omaha to San Francisco, from St. Paul
to Spokane thau from St. Paul to Seat-
tle. The commission holds that it is
clearly right for the legislative power
'to fix rates not subject to review by the
courts; aud Congress, having delegated
this power to tho Interstate Commerce
Commission it is clear to the commis-

sion that the Commerce Court, in un-

dertaking to revise and nullify its
work, exceeded its power and trespassed
upon the rights of Congress as well as
of the commission.

Ifowcvcr. the case is to come before
the United States Supreme Court, and
there, undoubtedly, justice will bo douc.
Tu tho mcautimc the sentiment at all
intermediate points is with the com-

mission.

GEEAT OOST OF CUT-OF-

The Lackawanna Jlailroad Company,
in Pennsylvania, has just done a work
which shows the high importance at-

tached by railroad management-t- short
cuts and cutting down of time in trans-
portation. It has put in a cut-of- f be-

tween Lake Kopatcoug, New Jersey,
and the Delaware Watergap at a cost
of nearly 11,000,000, and the cut-of- f

is only clevcu miles long; that is, it
costs il.000.000 a mile. But, by means
of it the railroad will be enabled to
reduce its ruuning time bctweeu New
York and Buffalo by twenty minutes.
This eleven miles of now roaJ, it is
explained, is made up of a series of
heavy cuts aud fills, accomplishing a
great rcductiou in grades, the avoidance
of two tunuels and straightening of
sharp curves. Tho material excavated
from cuts aggregated cubic
yards. The fills required 15,000,000
cubic yards. Ono of the fills is 105
feet in height and- three miles loug.
All of tho seventy-thre- e bridges 'and
culverts are of reinforced concrete, as
are the two great viaducts'at the west-
ern end of the link. The one which
spans the Delaware at Slateford, Pa.,
and which is the longest concrete bridge
in the world, as explained by the Phil-
adelphia Record, is 1450 feet long, with
five arches of L10 feet span each. The
othor large concrete bridge over Paul-tu'- s

Kill is even higher, and is J 100
feet long. The work was begun ill
lfJOS. Nino million pounds of dyna-
mite were used in tearing the way
through the rocky hills. The cut-of- f is
now open to regular train service.

This is the same sort of work that
.Mr. irarrimau did so much of in
straightening tho curves and reducing
the grade ou the Union Pacific road.
The most extensive piece of work that
he did in that line was the putting in
of the Unpin cut off o er the (Jreat
Halt Lake, a work which is understood

to have cost about .110,000,000, but
which saved si.ty-thre- e miles iu dis-

tance and eliminated the heavy grade,
over the Promoutorv. This? work was
probnbly the most interesting piece "t
engineering that had occurred up to
the time of its completion in the United
States. The great saving of distance,
the heavy cost incurred in that saving,
the waler-lcvo- l mule established, where
before were extensive heavy grades,
all combine to make it. a spectacular
piece of work aud well worth the do-

ing. It was a great, pie.oe of economics
as well a? of engineering, and the re
sult has fully justified the splendid .

plan nnd the big expenditure neces-
sary to carry it out.

Thcte works, and multitudes of others
of the same sort all over the Uuited
Stales, prove the great advantage lo
railroads in the saving of time ami in
tho lessoning of grades- - Hardly any-
thing will stojt a great railroad com-

pany from eliminating curves, reduc-
ing grades, and saving time.

A FLOOD OF DIVORCES.

The flood of divorces all oer the
Uuited Slates is somcthiug that is at
trading the attention of the serious-minde-

people in an extraordinary de-

gree at this time; aud well worthy is
that great Hood of the attention which
it receives. We suppose that the State
of Michigan is not materially different
from other Stales in the prevalence of
divorce suits; but one might well be
appalled in seeing the figures present-
ed bv the Detroit Free Press of di-

vorces sued for iu Michigan; and
though the percentage of divorces
granted is small compared with the
total number filed, there is a very .great
number of divorces, even at that low
percentage.

It appears that Michigan requires
the Secretary of, State lo give iu hi

annual report, the number of divorce?
applied for and the number granted by
the courts of that State during the
vear. This report has just been made.
II shows that at the opening of the
year 1911. there were I0,4.j0 suits for
divorce pending in tho courts of thai.
Slate. During the vear new divorrto
suits were filed io Iho number of 5596.
making a lotal of 10,016 divorce suits
in the aggregate on tho calendars of
Ihe. courts of Michigan during the
present year.

Tu these sui.ls, divorce decrees were
granted in ;52I6 cases, and in only 6H

eases was there refusal of decrees, a

slartlinglv low percentage. The number
of divorces granted was about one iu
five of suits pending; the number, re-

fused- was much less than half of ono
per cent, Of. nil the cases tried there
was- - refusal to grant the divorce in

less than I wo per cent of the cases. The
year goes out with sonic lo.OOO divorce
cases pending in the courts of Michi-

gan, a gain of some 2500 during the
year. It appears, therefore, (hat the
courts were able lb, handle not much
more tlin.ii half oC.thp cases filed dur-

ing I he yearj so that tho number of
divorce cases on the calendars of the
courts, of Michigan is Constantly in-

creasing and it would seem as though
the courts arc swamped by these ap-

plications.
As wc have said, we do not suppose

that the people- - of Michigan arc ma-

terially different from Ihe people of
the averago'Norlhern State in, the mat-

ter of applications for divorce; but
Michigan appears lo be peculiar in Iho
fact that a Stale ofliccr is obliged lo
make report upon 1hc divorce cases
filed, pending, and disposed of. Hero is
a hiut for other States. There should
be such report made in every State
In fhc Union, and then the people would
know just how extensive the "divorco
evil" really is. As it is now, they can
oulv guesjv l

WHERE IS THE BENEFIT?

Speaking of the suil of the Govcru-mcn- t

against the Shoe Machinery
Trust, a good deal of skepticism is
prevalent throughout the country r.s to
the benefit of that suit to the people,
even in case the Government should
win the legal fight. The theory is that
in such case there ought to be cheaper
shoos for the people; but will there be?
Probably not. A number of writers,
chiefly theoretical economists and
academic publicists, assured the public
three ycar3 ago that cheaper shoes
would follow the removal of tho tr.riff
on hides. That seemed, in fact, to be
President Tuft's opinion when he in-s- i

st?d that hides should be put upon

rhe free lis! in the way of imports.
Nothing of the kind has followed, how-- ,

ever, and the people Jirc brought to a!
realizing sense of the fact. that, al-

though Iho shoe industry lists been
operating for upwards of two years
under the law which i.llows hides to be
imported tree of duiy. no relief is had
iu the price of shoos. No one can trace
any difference noiv as compared with
the time before, when hides were
obliged to pay duty on their being im-

port oil into I his country.
The snme thing is Irur- - with regard

to oilier suits that the Government linn
brought and won. Tho Standard Oil

Isnit, where dissolution of the main

holding company was enforced, has

in no relief whatever to the people.

The defeat of the Tobacco Trust,

m.'v nominallv dissolved also, has I'"1'

uo elfci-- t on the price of tobacco. If

the suit again!, Ihe Steel Corporation
should be won by tho Government,
there would bo no reduction in the price

of steel products. And so it. goc all

along the. line. The big corporations
that had been already formed have

iwued their Alork, bonds, and other
xocuiitich, :,ud tho.e issues remain
standing.' Nothing whatever is effectctl

:bv the 'winning of the suits on the part

of the Go eminent, Thc rtion of the combines remain,1'41
as before, and the Pcoplo 'fte flief, nor is it possible as fon" ? Iissues remain outstanding f'J I
would appear noway to rAiro il
court order) to foresee imv ,m h

the people from these suit', ltinted c.:.pil:.Iizattoi. is , " .lh U

all. '"Ml Iho exactions i i f
diii'c revenue to meet tiK. V b
on the "fixed charges," ,nil5t ?
up preihelv as before,

c kJ t
: little added to tlu.m. ,n,1! Pain f
concern for tlm expense nr .tf '
ihcmsehcs in lie -- nits l2fci"1i

A Bank Account
for Xmas

There are Tew gifts
more acceptable at
Christinas time than
Cash. The most accept-
able way to give cash
as a gift is in the form
of a Bank Account.

. Wc have prepared a.

beautiful Gift Certifi-
cate of Deposit for this
very purpose. Call at the
b a n k, d e p o s i t a n y

. amount for the person
desired and we will issue
a Christinas Certificate
for the amount to be
pvescntccl on Christmas
morning.

Utah Savings & Trust Co.

235 Main Street.
In the Business Heart.

. 4 PER CENT ON SAV-
INGS DEPOSITS.

$ if if
ff Keiths

Nothing Imparls She True Xmas Spirit
.

j

More So Thai iocs a mm MM '

THEN WE HAVE THE FINEST LINE OF GIFT BOOKS IN THE CITY 1
GIFT BOOKS lithographed covers and J O :

printed on plate paper 1JI Jt ;

GIFT BOOKS in OOZE CALF regular H 1

1.00 style ' jjj

Regular 75c style 50c i J
STANDARD SETS in three-quart- er Morocco at one-thir- d to one- -

half off regular price. i I
XMAS CARDS and LETTERS, both engraved and lithographed. J
The finest line in the city. ' J

And CALENDARS; to see our line is to buy.' 25 per .cent dis- - j I
count on all Calendars. '

BIBLES and TESTAMENTS The biggest line west. of Chicago ;: I

225 per cent off. j I
And Remember Books are

"Better than toys for girls and boys' J

From 5c LINEN BOOKS for the BABY, up to the most EXQUIS- - ; I
ITE GIFT book for GRANDMOTHER, are here for you to select ;

Our Store Is at 44 East South Temple l
One-hal- f block east of Main. ffl

YOU SAVE MONEY BY COMING HERE. J

Deseret Sunday School Union Book Store i
Open until 8 clock. Mk

Keith-O'Brie- n Co. TTj

nlllH $ if f


